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HOMEGROWN
by Warren L. Hoffman

As I was growing up, my family

had a large garden. Planting wasn't so

bad, but picking was a real chore. The "pod-

ding parties"always seemed to last one bushel basket

beyond the limits of my endurance. By the time we finished,
tough, the freezers and the basement shelves were filled with enough fruit
a n d vegetables t o last until the n e x t harvest. W h e n we sat d o w n to a winter meal with steaming,
buttered lima beans, it was worth all the work. They were the best. They were homegrown. —
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HOMEGROWN
My own young family lives in Oklah o m a City now, and we have a small
garden plot in the backyard. The garden
is still a family project, but hardly qualifies as work. We have fun, and enjoy
fresh vegetables in season with some
extra for freezing. But the real work of
food preparation is done for us by professionals in the food processing industry who bring the food, ready to use, to
the supermarkets nearby.
Apart f r o m grumbles about taste and
apprehension about preservatives, most
people seem reconciled to the shift f r o m
family garden to supermarket. A similar
change has occurred over this same time
span in the way children are being
raised.
Not many years ago, children were
raised at home. They learned to work
and play with parents, siblings, and
neighbors. They developed basic relational skills in the give and take of family
life. They acquired beliefs and convictions by observing their parents respond
to people and events. In normal circumstances, no other way of raising children
was even contemplated. It was understood that children were raised by parents. They were homegrown.
In recent years homegrown children
have become as rare as fresh garden
peas. It is normal now for parents, after
just a few months of disrupted schedules, to turn their child over to professionals to do the hard work of childrearing for them. In nurseries and babysitting services, in day-care centers and
preschools, in recreation programs and
elementary schools, even in Sunday
schools, specialists are available to meet
all of a child's needs—mental, social,
physical, and spiritual. Using the techniques of mass production, children are
processed, shaped and enriched by the
burgeoning American childcare industry.
That a society so intent on convenience and gratification would create
such an industry is understandable. But
that Christian parents in droves would
be abdicating their childbearing responWarren and Connie Hoffman,
with
daughters Erin, Brooke and Carrie, live in
Oklahoma City where Warren pastors the
new Brethren in Christ congregation. He
also serves as secretary of the denominational Board of Christian Education.
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sibilities is profoundly disturbing. The
Bible clearly teaches that childrearing is
not a choice for parents; it is a divine
appointment. It is not a hobby for mornings, evenings, and weekends; it is a
vocation. It is not incidental to the family business; it is the family business.
The Bible charges parents—and fathers in particular—with the responsibility of instructing and training their
children for the Lord (Prov. 22:6; Eph.
6:4). This does not mean watching over
their rearing as it is done by others; parents are to assume direct, personal responsibility for rearing their children
with full and active involvement in every
aspect of their lives (Deut. 6:6, 7; Heb.
12:7-10; I Thess. 2:11). With the same
kind of care a pastor gives his people,
they are to raise their children to love
and serve God (I Tim. 3:4, 5). Happily,
the Bible also gives parents ample guidance in fulfilling these responsibilities.
Biblical Instruction
Throughout the Bible, the responsibility for teaching biblical truth to children is assigned to fathers (Ps. 78:1-8;
Eph. 6:4). In the absence of a believing
father, other family members can assume this role (II Tim. 1:5; 3:14-17). But
nowhere is this responsibility assigned
to the community of faith. Fathers are
to take personal responsibility for teaching children, and are expected to do this
in an active and conscientious way (I
Thess. 2:11, 12; Is. 38:19).
Unfortunately, m a n y families have
come to rely on the children's ministries
of the church to provide biblical instruction for their children. Churches have
unwittingly created this dependency by
concentrating on programming and resources for children's ministries to the
neglect of comparable efforts to assist
fathers in their teaching responsibilities
at home. The challenge for parents and
Christian educators who desire to follow the biblical pattern is to reverse this
trend and restore primary biblical instruction to parents.
With our daughters, ages nine, six
and three, we rely on bedtime stories
and family worship for basic biblical
instruction. A wide variety of good
resources is available for this at Christian bookstores. We like Taylor's Bible
Story Book (Tyndale, 1970) best of all,
Evangelical
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and the Arch Book Series (Concordia,
1965) has also been good. Recently, we
began reading C. S. Lewis' Chronicles of
Narnia, a chapter at a time, on Sunday
afternoons as a good instruction to
b r o a d theological themes. The Children's Bible H o u r and several other
radio p r o g r a m s for children are furnishing a healthy dose of applied Christianity. Keys for Kids, a daily children's
devotional available through this program (Box 1, Grand Rapids, MI 49501)
helps us make our family worship meaningful and enjoyable for our daughters.
Most thrilling of all, our nine-year-old
decided on her own to read her Good
News Bible through this year. Often, she
and I will sit and read our Bibles
together just after she gets u p in the
mornings.
These modest efforts suggest what the
Bible has in mind. When fathers determine to fulfill their responsibility for
biblical instruction and begin, the Holy
Spirit will be faithful in showing further
opportunities and additional resources.
The important thing is to begin.
Ordinary Time
In addition to teaching, the Bible
assigns to parents the responsibility for
training children. Moses instructs parents to have biblical truth "in their
hearts" ready to use at any m o m e n t f o r
on-the-spot training in applying biblical
truth to life (Deut. 6:6, 7). The work of
training is done when the children are
underfoot; when Dad is busy with a
h o m e project and the littlest child has his
nose right at the end of the screwdriver;
when two little ones are in the thick of a
yelling, hitting, crying altercation; when
the clutter is strewn all over the house
and m o t h e r is just two degrees below her
boiling point. In the most unexpected

times alert parents recognize never-tobe-repeated opportunities to reinforce
biblical truths and patterns of living
with the right blend of teaching, guidance, correction, discipline, encouragement, and affirmation.
There is a c o m m o n misconception
that parents can compensate for time
away f r o m their children by giving them
less frequent but more concentrated
attention, often in the context of a special event or activity. Certainly, children
need personal a t t e n t i o n in "quality
time," as it is called. But the most crucial
time of all for training children is "ordinary time."
In our home we have decided that we
will not turn our children over to others
for routine activities. No matter how
m a n y degrees or certificates hang on the
wall of a child-care center, no one can
train our daughters better than Connie
and I can. Not because we are so good at
it, but because we are their parents.
This kind of care does not come
cheaply. It costs, to be exact, all of what
a second salary would be. But no expense is too great for parents to reserve
for themselves the training which occurs
during "ordinary time." Parents need to
resist the lure of s h o r t - t e r m gains,
whether for financial improvement, convenience, or personal fulfillment, and
keep their sights on the long-term gain
of children who have been trained to
love and serve God.
Environment
The Bible also provides a way for
parents to heighten the impact of their
teaching and training. As J o s h u a led the
Israelites across the J o r d a n River, God
told him to erect a monument of twelve
stones. In a land where the Israelites would be confronted by the pagan
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practices of heathen neighbors, J o s h u a
was instructed to create an environment
in which memorial signs and reminders
generated questions and turned the children's thoughts to God (Joshua 4:1-7).
How pertinent this is to our time! The
cultural forces shaping children have
become so strong that every time children turn on the television, pick up a
magazine, talk with other children at
school, or listen to contemporary music,
they can be exposed to values and moral
judgments in direct contradiction to
what their Christian parents are teaching. To some extent, parents can change
these conditions in their communities,
and should try. But even while the pagan
strongholds in our society remain unconquered, Christian parents can counteract their influence by establishing in
their homes an environment filled with
r e m i n d e r s of the L o r d ' s t r u t h a n d
presence.
In our home we began with the "radical" step of getting rid of our television.
More families, no doubt, will opt for
restricted use of television, but the principle is the same—to restrict "memorials" to the world, the flesh and the devil,
and replace them with reminders of the
Lord.
More recently, we built a bookshelf
for each daughter and are filling them
with literature which supports the Christian faith. Honey for a Child's Heart
(Zondervan, 1969) gives excellent suggestions for young children. Christian
classics and biographies of outstanding
Christians are appropriate for older
children.
In addition, we are making opportunities to play and sing music that expresses
our values and lifts the spirit. In every
room we have placed wall hangings and
pictures that exalt Jesus Christ. Our
aim, in all of this, is to fill our home with
as many reminders as possible of our
family's commitment to Jesus Christ.
Celebration
Finally, the Bible provides the family
celebration as a way to emphasize biblical truth and commitment. The Israelites celebrated God's mighty saving acts
in their homes, so their sons and daughters would learn the great truths of their
faith. The holiest festival of all, the Passover, was celebrated in the home so that
children would ask, "What d o you mean
by this service?" and parents could explain (Ex. 12:26, 27).
next page, please
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Even though the holidays of the Christian faith have been diluted by cultural
elements, parents can make contemporary family celebrations just as meaningful. By minimizing or deleting the cultural elements in the family celebration,
parents can emphasize the biblical meaning of the religious holidays, so that
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week,
Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and
even birthdays become opportunities to
celebrate the family's commitment to
God.
In our home we are trying to improve
our family celebrations each year. Several years ago we established a poverty
meal and giving project as part of our
Thanksgiving celebration. Last year we
instituted a family feetwashing on
Maundy Thursday. At Easter this year
our bunnyshaped cake gave way to one
shaped like a cross. Birthdays are not
normally considered religious holidays,
but we are giving them special meaning
as times to reflect on the Lord's kindness
through the past year, and to affirm the
worth of the celebrant.
Our most recent joy has been to celebrate Sunday itself. We realized that,
with all our busyness, the day was an
unpleasant one for our daughters, and
we resolved to make it the most anticipated day of the week. So breakfast is
different—and special. The drive to
church is highlighted by a children's
devotional story. The worship and fellowship at church are enjoyable for
them. The afternoon reading of the
Chronicles of Narnia has become a highlight of the week. Within the bounds of a
reverent observance of Sunday, we have
hit upon a handful of practices which
have transformed Sundays into a day
that stands above the rest as the Lord's,
and more special than all the others.

Roasting ears fresh f r o m the garden
may be a rare treat for many families
today. But homegrown children need
not be, because the Bible shows us ways
to reestablish the home as the center of
Christian life and nurture. It is not easy
to raise children according to the biblical pattern. It takes hard work and sacrifice, and parents who attempt it may
receive little support. But the goal of
adult children who love and serve the
Lord is worth the effort—and demands
it. Homegrown children are best, and we
cannot settle for less. •
4

Paul M. Schrock

National Association of Evangelicals
—1982 Position Paper

Save the family
In an age and society where values are
relative and personal fulfillment a commonly accepted lifestyle, family life is
being eroded. Ordained of God in creation, the family today is embattled by
mankind's rapid abdication of responsibility and lack of commitment to others and the Creator God.
Mankind, by an incessant pursuit of
self-gratification, has systematically shattered the sacred bonds of human society's basic institutions. Thus, formerly
enduring interpersonal relationship—
husband-wife, parent-child—are no longer regarded as permanent. The events of
the past two decades dramatically bear
this out.
Throughout the 1960s—known as the
era of "enlightened" rebellion, many of
America's young people disclaimed their
parents socially and politically. In the
cauldron of Vietnam and the civil rights
struggle, generational hatred gained legit-

imacy and political justification. Many
children sensed that their parents were
often unwilling or unable to parent
them. They felt, moreover, that their
parents' value systems were defective
and indefensible.
Once persons perceived how fragile
human relationships could be, they scorned other relational links in the 1970s.
While divorce was not new, it rapidly
gained acceptance in a culture which
now looked upon it as simply a natural
climax of marriage—a form of personal
growth. Today, nearly 40 percent of all
first marriages end in divorce, with twothirds of these occurring before the
wife's thirtieth birthday. As for second
marriages, the physical, emotional and
financial bankruptcy is even worse, with
44 percent of such marriages ending in
the divorce courts. Given these and
other dropout figures, the National Center for Health Statistics projects that one
Evangelical
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out of every two marriages during the
1980s will end in divorce.
However, even more appalling than
society's acceptance of divorce is its
growing rejection of marriage. And the
long-term commitment marriage calls
for is being rapidly discarded. Sociologist Elisabeth Douvan has documented
that positive attitudes toward marriage
declined in all sex-marital status categories in the '70s. Indeed, 75 percent of all
single women interviewed said marriage
was burdensome and restrictive.
Once marriage is no longer deemed
desirable, many men and women live
together without the binding ties of
matrimony. Self-gratification replaced
the selfless giving of one to the other.
Genuine love, perfectly portrayed in the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ, is discounted or shunned.
In the '80s, our nation faces another
great threat to family life. As children
rejected their parents in the '60s, parents
are now increasingly rejecting their children. Parenthood is now perceived as a
handicap to self-fulfillment (in the humanistic sense). All sorts of strategies—
from abortion on the one hand to
government-funded programs on the
other—are sought after to relieve parents of their responsibility. Ironically, as
older people shirk their responsibility of
caring for the young, the young increasingly reject their duty to the old. Old age
is already a barren and lonely prospect
for many Americans, and by the end of
this century, it is likely to be even worse.

The Fruit of Secular Humanism
At the heart of this abdication of
responsibility and all-consuming passion for personal so-called freedom is
the principle of self-gratification as life's
highest goal. This form of atheistic
humanism denies any need for God and
places man or woman in his or her socalled goodness on center stage. It endorses the individual's right to modify or
abandon the customs, traditions and
standards of behavior in the JudeoChristian tradition, thus making good
and evil relative to a particular time and
place. Men and women answer only to
themselves and can live life selfishly,
having personal desire and emotional
satisfaction as their major goals. This is
merely a repetition of that period of time
in the Old Testament when "every man
did what was right in his own eyes."
The anti-God effects of the self-oriented belief of humanist philosophy are
everywhere to be seen. Unrestrained

materialism, for example, with its ruinous economic and ecological consequences, is the logical fruitage of the
secularist doctrine that the ultimate reality is matter rather than spirit. The West
is now experiencing in a transnational
way the consequences of the inflationary spiral and the realities of overconsumption. Men and women work
diligently to maintain affluent lifestyles
at the expense of the physical and emotional well-being of themselves and their
children.
Pornography, which has a baleful
effect on children as well as adults, is licit
in a permissive, secular society since
absolutes no longer command universal
respect. The television medium, firmly
entrenched in the American home and
mindset, brings prime-time programs of
sex and violence to viewers of all ages.
Last, but not least, alternate lifestyles
in the form of both homosexual and
heterosexual deviations are endorsed
signs of progress in the upward movement of evolution and toward humanistic perfection.
In the family, any humanism which
leads to accompanying relativism has
left many parents either unable or unwilling to provide their children with consistent moral/spiritual oversight. As a
result, parents have increasingly left this
aspect of their children's upbringing to
outside institutions such as the public
schools. But public education now is
increasingly controlled by the secular
humanist viewpoint. In case after case,
the courts have undercut and removed
from the educational system Bible reading, prayer and the teaching of creationism. Today children are systematically
exposed to an atheistic humanism that
leads to hedonistic and unbridled lifestyles. Parents often experience concern
and confusion about what is happening
to their children.

The biblical pattern
for the family is
the only viable
alternative to the
spiritually and morally
bankrupt maxims of
secular humanism and
cultural relativism.

Under the protecting influence of
today's alleged enlightenment thinking,
the family is rapidly becoming little
more than a collection of people living
in the same household, seeking a distinctly, personal definition of self-fulfillment—no questions asked, no judgments rendered.
God's Divine Blueprint
While each new generation has witnessed a restructuring of individual roles
and responsibilities within the context
of "family," there remain key relational
elements which give the family its definition and dynamic. Psychologist Penny
Newall has pinpointed these "constants"
as intimacy, love, support and nurture.
And indeed, even in today's permissive
society, a family is identified as such
when these basic elements are responsibly practiced—between husband and
wife, parent and child, child and child—
and when they result in positive individual growth.
We declare that it is the expression of
these elements which sets the Christian
home apart from its secular counterpart
and gives the Christian home its unique
distinctive. For the Christian, the family
is intrinsic to the creation ordinance of
marriage (Genesis 2:24). The family's
strength derives from the godly character of the covenantal marriage relationship. That is, a man and woman shall be
faithful to one another: become one, be
of like mind and judgment, and be fully
committed to each other as Christ is to
his church.
The marriage relationship undergirded by selfless love finds its supreme
embodiment in the life of our Lord Jesus
Christ of whom Paul said: "Though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:9);
"While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us" (Romans 5:8). Moreover, relational responsibility is an integral part of
this Christ-centered love; husband to
wife, wife to husband, each to God.
Indeed, men and women are made in
God's likeness and, therefore, are responsible primarily and ultimately to him for
the total conduct of their lives.
Scripture says children are a heritage
from the Lord (Psalm 127:3) and a
sacred trust by God in the hands of their
parents. In the outworking of this trust
God calls parents to a divine stewardship of nurturing, sustaining, protecting
and training those whom the Lord has
given them.
next page, please
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Save the Family . . .
Parents must help their children to
become caring and responsible persons.
Respect and responsibility begin at
home. Obedience, however, is not to be
required without regard for the child's
feelings or sense of personal dignity.
"Fathers," writes the apostle Paul, "do
not exasperate your children" (Ephesians 6:4). And again he urges, "Fathers,
do not embitter your children, or they
will become discouraged" (Colossians
3:21). Obedience, therefore, does not
justify wrongful means in bringing it
about.
Parents have the privilege and responsibility to help children grow and
develop. God has created human beings
with great potential to learn through
experience and social interaction. In the
home, children need opportunities to
experience love and justice, examine
values, come to understand Christian
values and make them their own.
Finally, parents must bring up their
children in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord. Rearing children by discipline means correcting, training, chastening, rewarding, setting limits and

enforcing them, and dealing with problems immediately and tactfully. Nurturing by instruction includes placing in the
mind and laying upon the heart principles rooted either explicitly or implicitly
in the Scriptures. Only then can proper
advice, wisdom and motivation be
communicated.
Church Responsibilities
The biblical pattern for the family is
the only viable alternative to the spiritually and morally bankrupt maxims of
secular humanism and cultural relativism. Only on a biblical base can the
family be renewed and rebuilt. Churches, therefore, must:
(1) Equip parents to meet family
responsibilities. The church is the Godordained support structure of the family. But it is not the church's role to be a
surrogate parent. It is to be the teacher
of parents and a source of knowledge.
Proclaiming God's Word, the Bible, as
the basis for faith and practice, the
church should diligently make known
through preaching and Christian education, the meaning of being "in the world,
but not of the world."
(2) Take the initiative in assisting

NAE's 40th Annual
Convention
No one will deny the necessity of focusing major redemptive attention on
the family, whose very foundation is crumbling before our eyes. The 40th
annual convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, meeting in
Chicago earlier this year, led the way in taking a stand for and centering
attention on the citadel of life—the family.
Major keynote addresses and well-structured workshops for clergy and
laity stated clear, concise biblical positions under such titles as: "The Pastor
and His Family," "The Attributes of a Living Faith—In and Out of the
Home," "Biblical Role Models of the Husband/ Father," and "Transferring Spiritual Values to your Children."
The Brethren in Christ have been members of NAE from its inception.
Thirty-five of our congregations now have membership. However, only
two pastors were in attendance: Vernon Bosserman and James Ernst. With
all the outstanding features of the annual convention, it would be a greater
blessing to the church were increasing numbers of pastors and laity able to
attend. The NAE, an effective voice and standing on the cutting edge of
many local, national and world issues, speaks with increasing force and
influence in a burgeoning pagan society.
In addition to the two pastors mentioned above, Brethren in Christ who
attended the convention were: Sam Brubaker, John Byers, Arthur Climenhaga, David Climenhaga, Carl Keefer, David McBeth, Arlene Miller,
Donald Shafer, Harvey Sider, and Alvin Book.
—Alvin J. Book,
Denominational representative to NAE
6

Our problem is that
we have an increasing
number of parents in
the evangelical community
who have all the right
words, but not enough
of the changed life to
infect their children.

engaged and young married couples to
put God first, their spouses second, and
themselves last. And while thoughtfully
walking a fine line between counselor
and big brother, the church must never
find itself accepting divorce as the way
things are, but working to make marriage the way God intended it to be.
(3) Strengthen its understanding of
what constitutes "family" and offer effective, Bible-based programs designed to
meet the needs of today's families. The
two-parent family may well be a minority in many congregations today. Singleparents, childless couples, middle-aged
couples whose children are grown,
senior citizens and singles account for
the majority membership in such congregations. Love and acceptance must
be incarnated in all of the church's
efforts, while maintaining biblical standards without equivocation.

The primary responsibility, however,
for maintaining family cohesiveness and
seeing that the home fulfills its four-fold
purpose of intimacy, love, nurture and
support rests squarely upon each parent. Moreover, in providing a proper
setting for spiritual and relational
growth within the home, there are several commitments parents need to make:
(1) Parents need to recommit themselves to the Lordship of Christ. The
home is a live-in laboratory for spiritual
truths; with parents serving as God's
instructors and their children as inquisitive, questioning apprentices. In such a
setting, the efforts of parents to teach
godliness will have a hollow ring without a genuine commitment to Christ as
Lord of their own lives. Children need
parents whose lives are positive Christian models.
Children instinctively sense what their
parents' chief values are. They know
what their parents want, what excites
Evangelical
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Elliot addresses the
mystery of sexuality

them and what they strive for most eagerly. F o r their parents to say "Love God
supremely," when their children see that
other gods have dominion over them, is
hypocrisy. Howard Hendricks has written, " . . . if you're going to have a believing home, there has to be a n incarnational element. You don't communicate
in a vacuum, you cannot impart what
you don't possess. Our problem is that
we have an increasing n u m b e r of parents in the evangelical community who
have all the right words, but not enough
of the changed life to infect their children."
(2) Parents need to recommit themselves to each other. By today's "me
first" standards, commitment to someone other than self is difficult to attain.
When one's lifestyle is calculated to
bring personal satisfaction and fulfillment (regardless of how it affects others), the biblical teaching of faithfulness
sounds strangely foreign, almost threatening. Nevertheless, commitment is the
cutting edge of the marriage relationship
to the unbeliever and more so to those
who claim to be Christians.
The selfless nature of this commitment calls for satisfying particular needs
as explained in both Ephesians 5 and I
Corinthians 7. In both instances, the
apostle Paul exhorts married couples to
minister to each other's individual needs,
"nurturing" and "cherishing" each other.
Thus marital commitment, as commended by God, is an enduring covenantal
promise to act lovingly, to treat with
unconditional love one's chosen mate,
no matter what the future holds.
(3) Parents need to recommit themselves to their children. The Puritans of
America's 17th century understood the
biblical doctrine of parental stewardship. They knew their children belonged
to God, and that inherent in this trust
was their parental covenant with God
that they would raise their children by
his precepts.
June 25, 1982

Shifting sexual roles remain a controversial and critical issue for today's
Christian family, and a topic that author
and lecturer Elisabeth Elliot was not
hesitant to confront at an N A E evening
session. At the outset of her address,
Elliot asked a question of timely relevance to the convention's "Save the
Family" theme. "Is there a difference
between men and women? Is it merely
physiological," she asked, "or does it go
deeper than that?"
Elliot called the audience to reflect
upon her topic, the "Mystery of Sexuality," as she unmasked what she believed
to be the myths that permeate the Christian's conception of sexuality.
"The feminist movement, which has
deeply infected the thinking of many
Christians, profanes sexuality," she said,
"because it takes the meaning away
f r o m something that is full of theological implications."
She stated further that attempts to
play down, obscure, devaluate, or in any
way ignore the God-given distinctions
between the sexes exposes Christians to
serious role confusion.
Citing biblical mandates for these role
distinctions, Elliot also stated that the
distinctions of h u m a n sexuality constitute a deep mystery. "The Bible does not
define it (sexuality) to us except in imag-

Carrying out such a covenant takes
time and effort. It demands the giving of
oneself physically, emotionally and spiritually similar to the way Christ gave of
himself. Indeed, the parents' selflessness
is a reflection of God's sacrificial love as
manifested in Jesus Christ.
All parents, then, need to recognize
the awesome responsibility, but exciting
possibility, which is theirs within the
context of the home. They dare not—
indeed must not—allow the erosion of
family life so characteristic of contemporary society to penetrate their own
family circle.
The National Association of Evangelicals calls upon both parents and churches to join hands in a concerted effort to
strengthen family life and restore biblical family values to the home. We
believe this is not only desirable, but
essential if our nation is to survive. "As
goes the home, so goes the nation."

ery and metaphor," she explained. "Language which is always resorted to when
dealing with the inexpressible."
However, she continued, "when sexuality is reduced to expressible terms
like the political and legal words "rights"
and "equality," then the mystery is lost.
"If we ignore the mystery," she said,
"we ignore the meaning of life itself."

NAE draws attention
to drunken driving
With drunken driving claiming about
26,000 lives and injuring an additional
one million t h r o u g h o u t the United
States alone, the National Association
of Evangelicals adopted a resolution calling attention to the senseless carnage
wrought annually by this often ignored
human tragedy.
While stressing the devastating effects
drunken driving has on the family, the
resolution states, however, that "Churches are family related and thus are in an
ideal position to deal with alcohol and
its related problems."
The statement challenges the N A E
constituency, and all within evangelicalism, to address this crisis and "join
community efforts to create public awareness of this national problem and join in
court monitoring, petitioning, and letter
writing in support of legislative and
judicial actions designed to prevent further deaths and injuries.

When all has been said and done, how
can these biblical principles become a
living reality in the lives of God's people?
We solemnly declare that the finest aspirations of life cannot be attained by
believers in their own power. Therefore
we must affirm that God has provided
for his people a divine method by which
the attainment of noble objectives can
come to pass. We must all come under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ to whom
we are to be bondslaves. And we must
be filled with the Holy Spirit of God so
that he may produce holiness in our lives
and give us the endowments and the
enduement we all need to fulfill the high
purpose of God for us in our daily lives.

"Save the family" is a position paper
adopted at the 40th annual convention of the
National Association of Evangelicals, held in
Chicago earlier this year.
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In her mid-eighties, Anna takes time out following a weekend
youth camp in Pretoria to pose with a friend.

Anna R. Engle

by Alice A. Dourte

"The Lord has taken care of me all
these 86 years. Praise Him!" With this,
Anna R. Engle—missionary teacher,
translator and writer in Africa for over
half of those years—illustrates the faith
that has sustained her. Warm, affectionate and articulate, A n n a recently
talked with me a b o u t her life, her wideranging experiences, and the secret of
her happiness in service.
A n n a R u t h Engle was born J a n u a r y
29, 1896, on a f a r m near M o u n t Joy,
Pennsylvania, the youngest of Rev. Eli
M. Engle's six children. The Engle family moved f r o m their f a r m into town
when A n n a was 14, which enabled her
to enter M o u n t Joy High School. Following her graduation in 1913, she
began teacher training courses at Messiah Bible School and Missionary Training Home. A n n a recalls that she "gave
her heart to Jesus" at the beginning of
her first term and subsequently dedicated her life to Christ. She was baptized
and became a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church.
A n n a was paying for her own education, so at 18 she began teaching in a
rural one-room school not far f r o m
M o u n t Joy. She returned to Messiah for
more training courses and in 1916-17
agreed to teach in the "Model School"
on campus. Due to a Pennsylvania
"garb law" being enforced in the area
which prohibited public school teachers
f r o m wearing "religious dress," Anna
had decided not to return to her rural
s c h o o l t e a c h i n g p o s i t i o n . W h e n the
school board asked her to come back in

Alice Dourte is Secretary of Information
Services for Brethren in Christ Missions.
8

1917, she spoke frankly with one of its
members, a Mennonite, about her convictions. He assured her she could wear
plain dress while teaching and she taught
in a public school that year.
In the fall of 1918 Anna continued on
at her summer j o b as a bank clerk in
Mount Joy. The following year the
Home Mission Board approached Anna
about leaving her secure bank position
for service in Virginia. Her reaction? "I
was happy to go, although I wasn't sure
how the Lord was leading at the time."
Her year at Bethel Mission was a happy
one, but she sensed that Virginia was not
where she was to serve ultimately.
As a young w o m a n Anna had a deep
friendship with another teacher, the son
of a Brethren in Christ minister, and was
anticipating marriage. But the Lord
seemed to be leading her in a different
direction. (Years later she spoke in this
man's home church on her missionary
itinerary. He, married by then, commended her for obeying God's call.)
Realizing a need for further academic
training to prepare for overseas service,
Anna went back to Pennsylvania and
studied Greek, first at Messiah Junior
College and then at nearby Elizabethtown College. About her Greek study,
Anna comments, "The Lord knew the
need (for translated scripture) in Africa—
it was He who prepared me." Anna
student-taught at Messiah during 192023 and agreed to fill the need for a Greek
teacher for the 1923-24 school term.
During several summers she gained practical evangelism experience in tent campaigns in the United States and Canada.
In 1925 Anna wrote to the Foreign
Mission Board about possible overseas
service. The board's reply included this

candid comment that she found both
encouraging and confirming: "We're not
surprised." In J u n e 1926 she sailed for
Mtshabezi in Southern Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe), Africa, to teach at the
Brethren in Christ missionary children's
school.
An astute language student, Anna
was quickly mastering Ndebele. But at
the Field Executive Board's request, she
willingly agreed to go to Northern R h o desia (and a very different language—
Tonga) to first teach at Sikalongo Mission and then to be pioneer headmistress
of the girl's school at Macha Mission.
Seven and a half years after her
departure for Africa, Anna arrived in
the United States for her first furlough.
Her year in North America included
extensive deputation, so much so that
she returned in December 1934 for her
second term in Africa in worse physical
condition than when she had left.
Anna resumed her post as headmistress of the Macha Girl's School. During
the long winter holidays she enjoyed
going on 100-mile round trip evangelistic tours to villages by foot. During this
second term in Africa she was happy to
utilize her language training in helping
with a Tonga translation of the New
T e s t a m e n t . A n n a still treasures the
specially-bound Tonga New Testament
given to her by the British and Foreign
Bible Society for her help on the translation committee.
By 1942 Anna was due for another
furlough, but World W a r II was making
international travel dangerous. So her
term was lengthened f r o m seven years to
ten. During 1944 she underwent two
painful operations to repair a retinal
detachment in her left eye, which proved
Evangelical
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unsuccessful. It was a very difficult time
for Anna. Early in 1945 she sailed from
Cape Town, South Africa, and via
Buenos Aires arrived in Mount Joy that
spring.
Once again a Greek and Latin teacher
was needed at Messiah College. Anna,
with the permission of the mission
board, taught Greek, Latin and missions courses there until 1948. "Many,
many church leaders today and various
missionaries the Lord allowed me to
have as students during those three
years," Anna notes gratefully.
In 1948 she faced a difficult decision:
to return to Africa or to become head of
the Fine Arts department at Messiah
College with further training at Columbia University. The mission board wanted Anna to return to teach at the thenopening Bible school at Wanezi, so she
said, " 'Yes, Lord,' and 'yes' to the
board," and willingly went to Africa.
Back in South Rhodesia after 20 years,
Anna relearned Ndebele and was able to
communicate in English, Tonga and
Ndebele with her Bible school students
during the 12 years she taught there.
Once again word came that a teacher
was needed at Messiah College. So
Anna, still teaching at Wanezi, took a
demanding schedule of African Studies
courses at the University of South Africa
to prepare herself. When she graduated
in absentia in 1956 (at age 60), she had
already served 5'A years on the Messiah
College faculty.
A new phase of Anna's missionary
service began in 1962. While teaching at
Messiah she had been challenged by the
need for a literature ministry in Africa
and she realized she had a knowledge of
African languages and Greek to offer.
Anna spoke to the mission board, but
the Brethren in Christ at that time were

As a young Christian, Anna was not
afraid to speak frankly about her convictions. (Photo ca. 1920-25)
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not sending "retired missionaries" back
to places of service overseas. Anna contacted The Evangelical Alliance Mission
(TEAM) and was invited to go to South
Africa as an "associate." Not certain
what she should do and wanting very
much to obey the Lord, Anna prayed
"over and over again, 'Your will, Lord.' "
She did return to Africa for the third
time in 1962 as an associate missionary
of T E A M and with the blessing of the
Brethren in Christ mission board. Living in an apartment in Pretoria, Anna
found a church home at an evangelical
Baptist church.
For nearly 20 years she poured her
energies into various ministries: writing
and translation in Zulu (her nearly 500page Bible survey, with three introductory sections, was published in 1981);
tutoring more than 30 Greek students,
including her pastor; leading Bible studies and a prayer cell in her home; visiting in hospitals and homes; and helping
in weekend youth camps for Africans in
the Pretoria area. Her only trip to the
United States (a 45-day one) during
those years came in 1974 when she
received the "Outstanding Alumni
Award" at Messiah College. South
Africa had become her home. But last
December, shortly before her eightysixth birthday, Anna left Pretoria to live
with her niece, Lois, in Elizabethtown,
PA—not far from her first home near
Mount Joy.
When asked to reflect on her years of
service in North America and Africa,
Anna points to a regular practice as the
secret of joy and victory in her life: "I
like to place myself before the Lord each
morning in a little 'transaction,' asking
to be cleansed anew in the precious
blood and to be filled afresh with the
Holy Spirit
One of the most rewarding things has been answering God's call
even when it went contrary to what I
would have chosen—allowing the Lord
to mold me and enable me to obey him
when I naturally would have chosen
something else."
Anna maintains an interest in many
people: former pupils, co-workers and
friends in Africa, younger and older
Brethren in Christ in North America.
She evidences the courage of that 18year-old school teacher as she accepts
speaking appointments and readjusts to
living in Pennsylvania.
Does Anna have an regrets? "I wish I
would have been nicer sometimes," she
says with a chuckle, "But from the
standpoint of the Lord's dealings and
his enabling—not a single one." •

Messiah
College
News
Outstanding Student Recognized
Joanna Lehman was recognized by
the Southeastern Section of the American Chemical Society as an outstanding
senior chemistry major. She was recognized for her outstanding academic
achievements at Messiah College and
for her involvement in the social life of
the campus. Joanna is the daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Lehman.
Honors Students
Brethren in Christ students graduating from Messiah College with honors
(grade point average of 3.00 is B average; 4.0 is straight A average) were:*
Summa Cum Laude (3.90 and above):
Joanna Lehman, Kreg Ulery, and Robert Beachy.
Magna Cum Laude (3.60 to 3.89):
Stuart Heisey, Leonard Wolf, and Lester Z o o k . Lester also received the
Alumni Award for scholarship, leadership, and school loyalty.
Cum Laude (3.30 to 3.59): Lois
Alwine, Phyllis Charles, Sara Petrosky,
Philip Byers, Bruce Eyer, and Kenneth
Roberts.
•Students with highest grades are listed first in
each list.

National Championship in Track
The men's track team won the national championship of the National Christian College A t h l e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n
(NCCAA) at Marion College. The women's team placed second.
Lester Zook, son of Dr. and Mrs.
Donald Zook, was selected as the outstanding male athlete, based on victories
in 5000 and 10,000 meter runs. He will
(at this writing) represent Messiah at the
National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division III national tournament on
May 28.
Television Production
An interview with Dr. Carl F. H.
Henry, produced in Messiah College's
own TV studio, was aired as part of
"Witness the Spirit," a religious news
program distributed by a cable system in
West Reading.
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"Presence," overseas updates
on agenda for Council of
International Ministries
Twenty-eight executives and administrators of a dozen mission boards, agencies and organizations (including Brethren in Christ Missions) gathered in
Newton, Kan., May 25-26 to tackle
agenda items as diverse as a study of the
theology of presence, a review of Urbana
'81 and policies on kidnapping and the
payment of ransom for missionaries
abroad.
Participants at the Council of International Ministries' semiannual meeting
also compared criteria for initiating and
terminating program, heard updates
from its Latin America and Africa task
forces and listened to a report on China
from Stephen Wang, currently in the
midst of a visit to North America from
his native country.
Roelf Kuitse, Walter Sawatzky, Calvin E. Shenk, Peter Hamm and Wilbert
R. Shenk prepared papers for the study
and discussion period on the theology of
presence, which occupied a third of
CIM's meeting time. "If we presume to

approach this theme biblically, then we
are not free to choose or reject a theology of presence. Presence and incarnation are fundamental and foundational
in all witness," said Wilbert Shenk at the
outset of his presentation.
After vigorous discussion, the consensus of the group seemed to be reflected in the conclusion of Kuitse's paper:
"Presence is . . . mission by being. (It is)
. . . qualified by the way God was in
Christ present among us, in the world
. . . a 'present,' a 'being' determined,
qualified by the presence of God in and
through the Holy Spirit. This 'presence'
cannot be organized . . . it is fruit of the
working of the Holy Spirit. Without this
presence as the new reconciled community, the new humanity—in openness and
attention, in joy and hope, in celebration
and intercession, in love and unity—
mission becomes 'organized activities,'
'activities for propaganda.' "
Although mission by presence has
limitations and can sometimes even be

Sharing with his wife in an M C C agricultural project on the
Cape Croker Indian Reserve, Howard Fretz was thinking and
praying about General Conference and those of his family
serving as delegates.

A father writes to his
sons and daughters
I break away from watching the Canadian news. The Canadian countryside
in June, so picturesque and peaceful,
has changed—violence is in this land
and in other lands. So I sit by the Lake at
the point beyond the bay, so serene and
beautiful. I'm in God's great outdoor
amphitheatre and I muse.
It is near the end of June. General
Conference time for the Brethren in
Christ Church. I recall many of them—
those voices, those faces, oh so many
memories, those Spirit-inspired evangelistic messages in the large tent.
Congregational and special singing,
shouts of praise to God, those business
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sessions by God-fearing delegates as
they study weighty questions to be solved, so important to the life of the
Church. And the travel—those from the
south are joined at an inland city by the
local delegates and their railway cars
coupled together. What fellowship, inspiration, singing, testimonies, preaching and praying.
The train is met at a crossing near the
Conference site and horse drawn vehicles convey us to the C o n f e r e n c e
grounds.
The facilities must be prepared, so the
long sheds are divided, partitioned for
i n f o r m a t i o n booth, baggage r o o m ,

used by workers as a rationalization for
not articulating faith, respondents concluded that it is, in itself, a sufficient
basis for work in a foreign setting.
CIM secretary Wilbert Shenk reported that progress is being made in setting
up a China Educational Exchange,
which will function as a separate entity
from CIM. Bert Lobe will staff the program on a one-third-time basis.
Comparisons between mission and
service agencies on kidnapping and ransom policies established a substantial
commonality among representatives in
dealing with these issues. Despite the
fact that the group felt it would be
unproductive to try to write a common
CIM policy on the matter, there was a
consensus not to declare categorical
responses to the problem, and to treat
cases individually should they ever occur. Payment of ransom was, in principle, opposed by virtually all agencies
represented.
Both Harold Miller, speaking for the
Latin America task force, and Nancy
Heisey Longacre, on behalf of the Africa
task force, mentioned points of tension
in those areas of the world. Miller made
reference to an incident in Nicaragua
several months ago, when Mennonite
mission workers were asked by the
government to leave the country within

lunch room, washrooms, and sections
where the Board members meet are fitted with bunks, so they may retire after a
late meeting.
And the lodging, in the homes, in
nearby churches, in barns, in long temporary bunk houses, one for men, another for women, with a walkway
through the centre, on either side straw
ticks covered with blankets.
Such visiting, what fellowship, renewed acquaintance, new ones formed,
many lasting a lifetime.
Life is so short, the Church must
make those decisions that help to guide
future generations as they face an increasingly violent world.
Again I see those faces, hear those
voices. 1 dare not name them; many
have gone beyond but some are still
here, and active.
God is so good. He has given us the
magic of memory. We thank him for its
beauty and look forward to General
Conference with faith and trust.
My dreams have ended and I leave
the point beyond the bay.
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24 hours, only to see the demand rescinded hours later. Longacre mentioned with concern the closing of Mennonite churches and the detention of
some church leaders in Ethiopia. Hope
was expressed that church/state relations in both countries could return to a
state of normalcy, or at least decreased
tension, in the near future.
Stephen Wang of the People's Republic of China and a graduate of Bethel
College, North Newton, Kan., spoke to
the group on Tuesday after lunch. "During the Cultural Revolution, all church
buildings were occupied by the government and used for other purposes. Most
are still being used as schools or libraries," he said.
Wang asserted that house churches
are alive and functioning on a weekly
basis in those areas where Mennonite
missions existed prior to the expulsion
of foreign missionaries. "People are free
to believe in their religion," he said, "but
no public preaching or worship is allowed. This can take place only in the home,
or inside a few churches."
According to Wang, Bibles are rare in
China. He hopes that discussions can
begin soon with government officials
within the department of religion about
the possible return of the Bibles and
church buildings confiscated during the

Leonard
Chester
Ordained
Leonard J. Chester, pastor of the Bridlewood congregation, Toronto, Ontario, was ordained to the ministry of the
Brethren in Christ Church, Sunday,
May 30. The service was conducted by
Rev. Harvey R. Sider, Bishop of the
Canadian Conference. Other participants in the service were Rev. Roy V.
Sider, and Elaine Cassel, a deacon of the

Cultural Revolution.
In some of the larger centers such as
Harbin, the capital of Manchuria, Christians of many different denominational
backgrounds attend the same church to
worship. The church in Harbin was
returned to Christians three years ago
after the death of Mao Tse-tung. The
practice of religion in more rural centers
is more confined and regulated.
Meetinghouse, Larry Cornies

Special MCC Peace Section
assignment to Ron Sider
Discussion of ways to strengthen the
link between the Mennonite Central
Committee Peace Section and international evangelical peace and justice efforts was one topic of the section's semiannual meeting in Winnipeg May 21
and 22.
Forming stronger links with church
groups in other parts of the world to
help strengthen the witness of the church
in areas of international conflict is the
central concern in the recent appointment of Brethren in Christ author Ron
Sider to a special section portfolio.
Through his portfolio Peace Section
will be exploring: 1) ways to encourage
and strengthen a peace commitment
among evangelicals; 2) ways of improving channels of communication from
Third World locations to North American evangelical bodies and publications;
and 3) greater circulation of peace and
justice books to evangelical institutions
abroad.
June 25, 1982

Sider serves as a member of the Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Fellowship. As convener of the
Unit On Ethics And Society, he with
others is establishing the International
Journal of Christian Social Ethics. The
section took action to support this publication financially along with related
efforts.
Sider noted the contribution that
evangelicals and Anabaptists should
make to each other and highlighted current international opportunities. "Right
now in evangelical circles in Canada and
in the United States, and certainly internationally, there is enormous openness
to biblical understandings on peace and
justice."
Urbane Peachey, executive secretary
of Peace Section, reported on the concern of M C C personnel in Southeast
Asia about unexploded ordnance (cluster bombs) left over from the war years,
still embedded in the topsoil of farmland

Bridlewood congregation and a sister to
Ruth Ann, Leonard's wife.
Leonard is a graduate of Wilfred
Laurier University, Waterloo, Ont., and
of Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Ky. He also attended Hamilton
Teachers' College and Messiah College.
Leonard and Ruth Ann have given
pastoral service to the Walsingham and
the Sherkston congregations prior to
beginning service at the Bridlewood
Church in 1978. They have two daughters, Karis and Denise.
Leonard has served as Conference
Secretary and as the Assistant Moderator for the Canadian Conference, and is
completing a term on the Board of
Administration of the General Conference. He is also a member of the current
Hymnal Committee.

in Laos and other parts of Southeast
Asia. The cluster bombs were manufactured in the United States and paid for
by the American taxpayer. In Laos there
is an average of three incidents per week
where farmers or playing children strike
a cluster bomb, resulting in death or
violent injury.
M C C Laos workers Titus and Linda
Peachey of Philadelphia, Pa., are appealing for MCC and Peace Section to present the connections between this kind
of tragedy abroad and American tax
payment, the defense industry and export of weapons to other parts of the
world. The section will be looking for
ways to interpret this situation more
fully in cooperation with MCC.
The section also heard Menno Wiebe's
review of the status of native communities in North, Central and South America and agreed to give longer-term attention to the needs and circumstances of
native peoples in the Americas.
Frank Epp, chairman of the section,
shared his findings from recent contacts
in Europe. He noted the awakened concern in Europe over the arms race and
underscored the importance of the current European-North American exchange. He concluded that although
darkened war clouds hover on the horizon the current demand for an end to
the arms race is a bright rainbow in the
clouds.
Ron Sider addressed a Friday evening public audience of 500 young adults
on the subject of "The Cross and the
Bomb." The meeting was sponsored
jointly by M C C Peace Section and the
career and youth groups of Manitoba.
MCC News Release
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Church News
Publication
Announces

Board
Resignation

The Publication Board has announced the resignation of Erwin W. Thomas
as publishing agent for the board.
Rev. Thomas has served with the
Publication Board of the Brethren in
Christ Church for more than 30 years,
first joining the staff in Nappanee, In., in
1945 as manager of the printing division. From 1958 to 1963 he pastored the
Fairview congregation in Englewood,
Ohio, then rejoined the staff in Nappanee. More recently he supervised the
wholesale division and served as publishing agent.
Among other responsibilities as publishing agent, he helped to develop the
Foundation Series Sunday school curriculum, chairing the joint Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ Publishers' Council from the inception of the project, as
well as sharing in introducing the curriculum to Brethren in Christ congregations.
Erwin has accepted a sales position in
the mid-Atlantic states with a firm representing several religious publishers.
He and his wife Lois plan to move from
Nappanee to the central Pennsylvania
area later in the summer.

Allegheny Conference
The Altoona congregation reports holding a
Mother-Daughter Banquet on May 10. Emily
Replogle was the speaker. • Ruth and Eber
Dourte were guest speakers for a Family Life Conference held May 15 and 16 by the Martinsburg
congregation. • Recent guest speakers of the
Montgomery congregation were Rev. Richard
Heckman and Rev. Garnet Myers in the absence
of the pastor, Rev. Lome Lichty.
The Pleasant View congregation reports holding a five-day Children's Crusade in May with Joy
Bechtold as the guest evangelist. The average
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attendance was 131 and the offering, which was
used for replacing the church roof, totaled over
$600.00. • A program of sacred music was presented to the Shermans Valley congregation on
Sunday afternoon, May 2, by the Virginians
Quartette.
The New Guilford (Chambersburg, Pa.) Church
held its annual Mother-Daughter Banquet on
May 7, with a "School Days" theme. The order of
the program was planned similar to what a day in
school might have been with Scripture reading,
the Lord's prayer, etc. Programs were made to
look like little black slates. Reading and arithmetic
classes were held as well as a spelling bee. Part of
the program also featured a Kids' Khoir and several skits. The entire evening was planned by the
Women's Service Organization, headed by Martha Wingert.

Atlantic Conference
The Senior High youth of the Elizabethtown
congregation served a special breakfast for their
mothers on Sunday, May 9. They also earned
$278.00 by holding a car wash. • One of the adult
classes of the Harrisburg Church sponsored a
house painting project for a retired minister of the
congregation.
Guest speaker of the Lancaster congregation
was C u b a n refugee, Albert Carzola, who told of
life in Cuba. Mrs. Carzola gave special music. • A
series on the gifts of the Holy Spirit was presented
to the Souderton congregation in the Wednesday
Night Fellowship. Various persons shared on the
different gifts.

Central Conference
The Michigan Women's Retreat was hosted by
the Bethel (Merrill, MI) congregation on Saturday, May 1. Speakers were Ruth Pawelski, Dayton, Oh., and Dorcas Climenhaga, Nappanee, In.
A sacred music concert was held in the Beulah
Chapel (Ohio) congregation by the Edward's
Family on Sunday evening, May 30. • Seven persons were received into fellowship by the Fairview
congregation on Sunday, May 30.

Canadian Conference
Five persons were received into the Houghton
congregation on Sunday, May 2. • Hundreds of
helium-filled balloons were launched by the Massey Place congregation on Ascension Day.
The New Life congregation held an installation
service on Sunday, May 9, for Ken Walker who

will be serving as student minister for the congregation. Ken brought the message in the evening
service.
Forty-six children f r o m the Port Colborne congregation were present for Awards Night of the
Children's Clubs. Two boys and two girls were
each given a free week at C a m p Kahquah for their
excellent achievement in Bible memorization.

Midwest Conference
A Dedication Service was held by the Rosebank
(Hope, Ks.)congregationfortheirparsonage. The
pastoral couple, Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Dourte, held
an open house. • The film " H u d s o n Taylor" was
shown by the Zion congregation recently.

Pacific Conference
Prayer was the theme for a recent Sunday evening program held by the Labish congregation. A
20-minute video tape was shown on prayer.
The Ontario congregation announces that they
will be opening a preschool in September of this
year. Sally White will assume the responsibilities
of director sometime in July.

For The Record . . .
Births
Buhrman: Daniel Robert, Feb. 22; J o h n and
Beverly (Myers) Buhrman, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Diffenderfer: Joshua Michael and Kore Alan,
May 6; Douglas and Kathy Diffenderfer, Cedar
Grove congregation, Pa.
Garis: Amber Jolene, April 21; Merle and
Karen Garis, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Givens: Jacqueline Renee, May 7; Rick and
Joni Givens, Upland congregation, Ca.
Ingream: Ryan Lynn, Feb. 14; Jeffrey and
Robin (Rotz) Ingream, Hollowell congregation,
Pa.
Kaiser: Emily Jean, May 12; Clifford Jr. (Bill)
and Sandy Kaiser, New Guilford congregation.
Pa.
Kalenich: Holly Lynn, May 13; James and
Lucy Kalenich, Pequea congregation. Pa.
Peck: Joshua Paul, March 19; Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Peck, Shermans Valley congregation, Pa.
Rock: Philip Marc, March 31,1981; Mary and
Kent Rock, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
Rohrer: Christa Jane, Feb. 21; David and
Mary Rohrer, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
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A Spring Celebration was held by the Cross Roads congregation (Mt. Joy, Pa.) on May 1,1982. The purpose was
to reach out to the community, inviting them to share in a
day of fun, food, and establishing new relationships. This
project was over a year in its planning and involved the
entire congregation via many prayers, puppet shows,
music, displays of various aspects of church ministries
and fun activity booths.
Everyone was excited to see how well all the talents
within the congregation coordinated for a successful and
enjoyable day. The weather was ideal and the turnout
tremendous!

Ryan: Nathaniel Francis, May 10; Rev. Kevin
and Gail Ryan, Zion congregation, Ks.
Shehan: J o n a t h a n Eugene, May 13; Gerald
and Lisa Shehan, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Stoak: A d a m Lee, April 25; R o n a l d and
D o n n a Stoak, West Shore congregation, Pa.
Stout: Alicia Michelle, Oct. 13, 1981; Frank
and Karen Stout, Shermans Valley congregation.
Pa.
Timmons: Jerome Daniel, April 26; Daniel
and Shelda (Conners) Timmons, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
West: Chrystal Sue, May 12; Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald West, Amherst congregation, Oh.

Weddings
Christopher-Harding: Sheri Jo, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Harding, and George Timothy
Christopher, both Hopewell, Pa., April 12 in the
h o m e of the g r o o m with Rev. Earl Lehman
officiating.
Doarnberger-Bowers: Tina Bowers, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hykes, Greencastle, Pa.,
and Brian Doarnberger, son of Mrs. Sue H u m m ,
Hagerstown, M d „ Feb. 14, in the Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church.
Fox-Neibert: Mary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Neibert, Waynesboro, Pa., and Duwayne,
son of Harold J. F o x and Mrs. Raymond Barr,
Greencastle, Pa., March 6, in the Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church.
Hostetter-Davis: Bobbie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Calvin Davis, and Jeff, son of Mr. and Mrs.
D o n Hostetter, Oct. 10, 1981.
Myers-Reeves: Barbara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Reeves and Kenneth, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Myers, both of Greencastle, Pa.,
April 10, in the Otterbein United Brethren Church.
Peterman-Nace: Tamela S. Nace and Patrick
L. Peterman, M a y 15, in the West Shore Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Simon A. Lehman
officiating.

Obituaries
Diffenderfer: M r s . A n n a E. D i f f e n d e r f e r ,
Mifflintown, Pa., born J a n . 23, 1908, died April
15, 1982 in the Brookline M a n o r Convalescence
Home. She was the daughter of Foster and Maude
G a r m a n . She was married to Ralph Diffenderfer
who preceded her in death on July 9, 1981. She is
survived by four sons: Ralph E., Robert G., Rev.
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Donovan E„ and Rev. Richard G.; three daughters: J o a n n e Goodling, Shirley Strawser and Sandra Stroup; 15 grandchildren; two brothers; and
two sisters. She attended the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church where she taught a Sunday
school class. Rev. M. Eugene Heidler and Rev.
Donald Edwards conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Lost Creek Mennonite
Cemetery.
Diffenderfer: Kore Alan Diffenderfer, infant
son of Douglas and Kathy Diffenderfer, died May
7, 1982, in Harrisburg General Hospital, Pa. In
addition to his parents he is survived by a twin
brother, Joshua M. A graveside service was conducted in the Presbyterian Cemetery, Mifflintown
by Rev. Eugene Heidler.
Fairbank: Mrs. Alice L. Fairbank, Wheeler,
Mi., born Feb. 9, 1918, died April 26, 1982. She is
survived by her husband, Milton; a daughter,
Janet; and two grandchildren. Rev. Bedsaul Agee
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Ridgelawn Cemetery.
Garling: Harry Garling, born July 25, 1894 in
Antrim Twp., Pa., died April 27, 1982. He was
married to Lizzie Brewbaker who preceded him in
death in 1963. He is survived by a son, Raymond;
two grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.
He was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. L o m e Lichty. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
Harding: J o h n Harding Jr., Hopewell, Pa.,
born Oct. 8, 1908, died May 11, 1982 in the Bedford Memorial Hospital, Pa. He is survived by his
wife, Tessie; eight children; 26 grandchildren; and
36 great-grandchildren. Rev. Earl J. Lehman conducted the funeral service in ihe Masood Funeral
Home. Interment was in the Duvall Cemetery.
Hogg: Mrs. Lillie Ellen Hogg, Toronto, Ont.,
born June 19, 1915, died May 3, 1982. She was the
daughter of Price and Lillie (Winger) Evans. She is
survived by her husband, Wilbert; two sons: Harry
and Charles; a brother and three sisters. Rev. Leonard Chester and Rev. Ronald Lofthouse conducted the funeral service.
Horton: Chester H. Horton, Hopewell, Pa.,
born Feb. 2, 1888, died April 24, 1982. He was
preceded in death by his wife. He is survived by
four sons and a daughter. Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the
Hopewell cemetery.
Nissley: Cora K. Nissley, born Feb. 28, 1898,
died April 29, 1982, in the Messiah Village, Pa.
The funeral service was conducted in the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. LeRoy

Walters. Interment was in the Cross
Cemetery.

Roads

Martin: Ethan Martin, Clarence Center, NY.,
born Jan. 3, 1901, died April 20, 1982. He was
married to Gladys Orren who preceded him in
death. He is survived by three children: Shirley
Bishop, Duane and Phyllis; two sisters: Mrs.
Melba Steckley and Mrs. Lista Heisey; and two
brothers: Emerson and Vernon. He was a member
of the Clarence Center Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Paul A. Hensel and Rev. J o h n Hostetler.
Pakozdi: James Pakozdi, Port Colborne, Ont.,
died April 22, 1982 at the age of 73 years. He was
married to Emily Knisley Pakozdi who survives.
Also surviving are three daughters: Elizabeth,
Priscilla and Eleanor. He was a member of the
Port Colborne Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. James
Cober.
Perry: Mrs. Hilda M. Perry, Henderson, Mi.,
born Sept. 24, 1908 in DuPlain Twp., Mi., died
April 20, 1982 in Owosso Memorial Hospital. She
was the daughter of William and Theresa Snyder.
On March 2, 1931, she was married to Thurlo
Perry who preceded her in death. She is survived
by a sister, Mrs. Harry Curtis; a brother, Edward
Snyder; and several nieces and nephews. Rev.
Verle Brubaker and Rev. Eric Stanton conducted
the funeral service. Interment was in the Fairfield
Cemetery.
Reed: Belle O. Reed, Hopewell, Pa., born Dec.
29, 1892 died April 5, 1982. Rev. Earl J. Lehman
conducted the funeral service in the Masood Funeral Chapel. Interment was in the Duvall Cemetery, Six Mile Run, Pa.
Ross: Shannon Rae
born April 1, 1982, died
the daughter of Randy
survive. Rev. Maurice
graveside service.

Ross, State Line,
April 11, 1982. She
and Debbie Ross
Bender conducted

Pa.,
was
who
the

Scott: Deborah C. Scott, Penn Knoll Village,
Pa., born June 29, 1954 in Warren, Oh., died April
1, 1982. She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Black. Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the
funeral service in the Masood Funeral Chapel.
Interment was in the Brumbaugh Cemetery.
Weisser: Mrs. Edna Weisser, Clarence Center,
NY., born May 31, 1908, died April 15, 1982. She
was married to James M. Weisser who preceded
her in death. She is survived by three daughters:
Mrs. Joan Cialfi, Patricia, and Sharon; and three
grandchildren. She was a member of the Clarence
Center Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Paul Hensel conducted the funeral service.
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What have
we actually
seen, Nancy?
Have you
ever seen
either
one of
hit t h e kid?

w

>

"Well, no," I replied. "But listen to
her!"
"We aren't the only ones in this building, you know," he went on. "Let somebody else report it—somebody who's
got time to spend in court."
I had frowned. "Court?"
"If you file a complaint, you'll have to
appear in court to testify," Mike reminded me. "And you'd better have your
story straight when those lawyers start
hammering away at you, too."
I knew he was telling the truth about
that. I had watched enough television to
know the techniques used by lawyers.
They could twist a simple statement into
something the witness hadn't meant at
all!
The thought of appearing in court
made me weak. And testifying against a
neighbor? I couldn't! Who was I to
make accusations anyway? Didn't the
Bible teach that it was wrong to judge
others? Besides, other people had lived
in that building longer than we had. Let
them call the authorities!
"Beautiful day, huh?" Mike said as we
drove home from church this particular
Sunday. "Perfect for a picnic!"
"Could we, Dad?" Jason wanted to
know.
"I love picnics!" Cissy exclaimed from
the backseat.
"How about it, honey?" Mike asked,
glancing at me.

I nodded. It was perfect weather, all
right: sunny but not too hot. "I'll need
help packing the lunch," I said.
Help was dutifully promised by my
husband and our two children, but I
knew I would wind up doing most of the
work. It didn't bother me a bit, either.
"Can we go to that place with a lake?"
Jason asked.
"With the boats?" Cissy added.
"Not this time," Mike replied. "Too
far. We'll just go to the park."

H

e pulled up in front of our
building, and the kids scrambled out, racing each other up the walk.
Even before I left the car I heard it.
Andrea's screams were louder than
before.
Why isn 't somebody doing something?
I thought. Mr. Weston was watering the
lawn next door, not even glancing up as
still another scream pierced the air. Mrs.
Collins walked right past us with her
dog on a leash.
"Howdy, neighbor!" Mike sang out.
"Beautiful day," replied Mrs. Collins.
"I'm taking Effie out for a little air."
That was the total conversation. Not
a word about Andrea and what should
be done.
"I'll get the picnic basket out of the
garage," Mike volunteered.
"Honey . . .," I began.
"Stay out of it, Nancy," he instructed,
as if reading my mind. "She's always
crying; you know that. Let's get ready
for our picnic."
He left me standing there. He was
mistaken, though; Andrea wasn't just
crying. She was screaming obviously in
great pain.
"Something must be wrong with
Andrea," Jason said as I entered the
apartment a moment later. "Maybe
she's sick or something."
"Maybe she needs a doctor," Cissy
added.
"Maybe," I agreed.
"I'll go see," Jason announced, heading for the door.
"Come back, Jason," I instructed.
"But, Mom
"
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"If she's sick her mother will take care
of her," I went on.
"I could get Susan," Cissy said.
Susan Green lived upstairs and was a
registered nurse. Her blue compact car
was out front, indicating that she was
home. "Susan can hear Andrea crying,"
I answered. "You two had better change
your clothes. If you still want to go on a
picnic, that is!"
Cissy ran to her bedroom, but Jason
was less enthusiastic. "We should do
something," he muttered.
Fifteen minutes later we were on our
way, accompanied by Andrea's screams.
They were desperate screams, and yet
we continued on, Mike and Jason swinging our picnic basket between them.
Nobody was on the porch of Apartment
12A, pounding on the door and demanding an explanation. The elderly woman
across the street was talking to a friend
and shaking her head, but that was all.
It was indeed a lovely day for a picnic.
The small park just two blocks from our
home was crowded, but we found a
grassy spot under a tree and spread the
red-checked tablecloth. Frisbees sailed
through the air, pursued by lanky teenagers. It was fun watching them, expecially when a dog joined in, leaping high
to catch the brightly-colored disc.
"Wow! Did you see that?" Jason
exclaimed.
"How cute!" Cissy squealed.
Mike said a brief grace, then we continued watching the boys and the dog as
we ate lunch. It was a very pleasant place
to be on a Sunday afternoon. I had
packed paper plates and plastic silverware, so cleaning up was a snap.
"That was good, honey," Mike told
me after the kids had run off to get a
closer look at the Frisbee-catching dog.
"We should do this more often."
"Fine with me," I replied.
"We'd better head back, though," he
added. "I have some paperwork to do
for the office. I'll round up the kids."
I nodded, immediately wondering if
Andrea would still be crying when we
got home. I hadn't thought of her once
during our picnic, but suddenly her
pathetic screaming was vivid in my
mind. I would have to do something, no
matter what Mike said. Call the police?
No. But I could ask if they needed help,
couldn't I? That wouldn't be interfering,
would it?
When we pulled up in front of our
building, a deathly silence prevailed. Or
was it just the contrast that made it seem
so eerie? I was relieved and yet uneasy at
the same time.
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EDITORIAL
I hadn't thought
of her once during
our picnic, but
suddenly her pathetic
screaming was
vivid in my mind.

God, give us Christian homes
This song just doesn't relate to the real world, I thought to myself as we
practiced a special musical number for Mother's Day. Real life situations kept
coming to mind in startling contrast to the idyllic words of the song we were
singing: "God, Give Us Christian Homes."
". . . homes where the father is true and strong . . . " I can still hear the
screaming from next door; and Linda calling, Glen—call the police, he's going
to kill her. Then we watched, along with their three children, as their father
pounded on the car, trying to drag their mother from it; then splintering the
door when she did get away and locked herself in the house . . .
"... homes that are free from the blight of wrong..."
and I remember the
family whose son, a little older than I, got so drunk that he tried to drive his
sports car through a culvert and recovered consciousness in the hospital with
nearly every bone in his body broken . . .
". . . homes where the mother, in queenly quest, strives to show others Thy
way is best..."
A new family moved into town. One of the boys is in Doug's
class. He came to school with no lunch money, didn't pack a lunch, and said his
mother would beat him if he went home at noon. So Doug invited him home for
a sandwich. No, he couldn't come; his mother would beat him if she found out.
We took him to church the next Sunday. Could he have identified with this
song?
"... homes where the children are led to know Christ in His beauty..." I just
learned that, as punishment for doing something wrong during the week, a girl
who had visited Sunday school as a guest of one of my Junior High students has
been forbidden by her parents to come to church again. Good thinking, folks.
The concern for wholesome, Christian families is the focus of this issue of the
Visitor. Both Warren Hoffman and the position paper adopted by the National
Association of Evangelicals seek to analyze some of the stresses and strains
which confront our families today. And Christian homes are not immune from
these pressures and problems. However, we do have in Christ spiritual resources which will help to withstand these destructive forces.
At night, walking into our children's bedrooms, I fervently pray that God will
give us a Christian home. But we cannot hope to isolate our families from
society; our only hope is to commit ourselves totally to the care of our Lord.
And as we strive to establish and maintain truly Christian homes, we dare not
hold at arms' length those individuals and families who are experiencing severe
problems. They need our care and understanding, not our condemnation and
rejection.
I shall never forget the pain and heartache experienced by two friends of
ours, whose life was marked by tragedy, culminating in the collapse of their
marriage. Talking with another friend one day—we were all members of the
same congregation—I urged him and his wife to get close to this hurting couple.
He responded, "I guess we should, but I just don't want people to get the idea we
approve of divorce." I couldn't believe my ears! Here was a brother who had
been critical of our congregation for not being aggressive enough in community
outreach, now refusing to be God's agent of reconciliation and healing to
people he knew desperately needing to experience God's love. The breakup of
that home was tragic; the failure of Christians to stand beside those two
individuals was inexcusable!
Come, Lord, into homes in our neighborhood, in our congregation; suffering
with neglect, selfishness, bitterness, anger—touch and heal, through a miracle
of grace. Show us our part in this process of restoration. God, give us Christian
homes.
G

Then we heard it, the unmistakable
wail of a siren, getting closer every
second. An ambulance pulled up right
behind our car, and two paramedics
jumping out almost before it stopped.
" W h a t h a p p e n e d ? " J a s o n asked.
"What's going on?"
Mike didn't answer for a moment.
Neither did 1.1 just sat there and prayed
silently. "Let's go inside," Mike said
finally.
"Andrea's not crying anymore," Cissy
announced as we hurried up the walk.
I swallowed.

c

uddenly, people were all over
the place. Residents of our building and from all over the neighborhood
were standing on the lawn in front of
Apartment 12A, waiting and talking in
hushed whispers.
We didn't join them, however, even
though Jason and Cissy wanted to.
We could see everything quite clearly
from our front window. I kept hoping I
would hear A n d r e a crying, even a
muffled sob. But I didn't.
We were there at the window when
she was brought out on the stretcher, her
tiny body completely covered. Only a
few strands of dark hair was visible.
Andrea was dead.
It was in the paper the next day. Her
mother and T o m were arrested and
charged with murder.
No one else would be charged, but all
of us who heard Andrea's screams that
Sunday share at least a portion of the
guilt. The newspaper spoke of apathetic
neighbors: not one person had complained to the police that a child was
being beaten. Only when Andrea stopped
breathing did her mother panic and ask
Susan for help. Susan had called the
paramedics.
Our neighborhood is quiet now, but
sometimes late at night I'm sure I can
hear little Andrea crying, and there are
tears on my pillow. God, forgive us.
Lord forgive me. •
June 25, 1982
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Our neighborhood is quiet now, but sometimes late at night
I'm sure I can hear little Andrea crying, and there are tears
on my pillow. God, forgive us. Lord, forgive me. Based on a
true incident.
by Angela Keith Benedict

T

he sun was shining, the birds
were singing , and Andrea was
crying. So what else is new? I
thought as I fixed breakfast. We're out
of puffed wheat. Mike won't like that;
it's his favorite.
Suddenly Andrea's crying turned to
screaming and I winced. What are they
doing to that child? I wondered, increasing the volume on my kitchen radio.
Andrea was nearly five and a lovely
little girl, her dark eyes often peeking
out at me when I passed the apartment
she shared with her mother and a man I
knew only as T o m . Andrea was seldom
outside that apartment and always wore
long dresses or pants, even in w a r m
weather. They covered bruises; it was
c o m m o n knowledge.
"You should see the marks on Andrea's back," Jason, my oldest child,
said one night.
I didn't reply.
"She bent over to tie her shoelaces
and her shirt went up," he continued.
"They were black and blue, M o m . The
marks, I mean. You should've seen
'em!"
"She probably fell," I replied, not
believing it for an instant.
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"Maybe," J a s o n conceded. "But you
know what I think?"
"Have you finished your homework?"
I asked.
"Not all of it," he admitted. "But
"Better get to it then, or no TV
tonight," I said.
On this particular morning, Andrea
was still screaming when we left for
church. My husband and I walked past
Apartment 12A, pretending not to hear,
but Jason and Cissy refused to play the
game.
" W h y is Andrea crying so loud?"
Cissy wanted to know.
"Sounds like they're beating her to
death!" Jason exclaimed.
"That's their business, son," Mike
told him. "We don't meddle in family
matters."
"Yeah, but
"
"You heard your father," I interrupted. "Let's hurry or we'll be late."
I wanted to talk to Mike a b o u t
Andrea but wouldn't let myself. I knew
exactly what he would say. What he had
told J a s o n summed up his philosophy.
Don't meddle; don't get involved; mind
your own business. Somehow it had
become my philosophy, too. It was not

our affair.
"But couldn't we call somebody?" I
had asked one night when Andrea's crying was louder t h a n usual. "Shouldn't
we report it?"
" T o whom?" he wanted to know.
" W h o m would you call?"
"I don't know," I admitted. "The police
maybe? I'm sure they're beating that
child! Or at least T o m is."
"Can you prove it?"
"Mike listen to her!"
"So what would you tell the police?"
he questioned. "That there's a little girl
crying in our building and you think her
mother's boyfriend is beating her?"
I shrugged. "Something like that."
"OK, so the police come out," Mike
said. "Suppose Andrea's stopped crying
by then? Child abuse has to be proved,
you know. So all of a sudden we're
involved in a legal thing with our neighbors. That Tom's a mean one, too. And
he gets a lot meaner when he's had a few
beers. And the cops will be asking a
million questions besides. What have we
actually seen, Nancy? Have you ever
seen either one of them hit the kid?"
to page 14, please
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